
Tips for Summer Reading 

Building reading into your family’s daily routines keeps it fun for everyone!  Try these tips to make reading an 

exciting part of your summer adventures!  

1.  Check out all types of books.  Depending on your child’s age, he or she may have focused mainly on a certain 

type or length of book during the school year.  But, books of all lengths, genres and topics are beneficial for 

growing reading skills and expanding the mind. Don’t overlook the graphic novel section-  Wordless books 

stimulate the imagination of all ages, and poetry is an often over-looked genre that can be lots of fun! 

2. Encourage your children to bring books along on car, train and bus rides, even short ones.  Kids can pack in a 

lot of reading simply by cracking open a book each time they go for even a short trip.  Reading a few pages on 

each trip to camp, practice or the grocery store really adds up!  And, of course if you’re traveling a long 

distance, books can help pass the time in a productive (and and peaceful!) way. 

3. Add books to your mealtimes.  Try having a “reading breakfast” or lunch or dinner.  Each family member brings 

their own book or magazine to read quietly while they eat.  Or find a book that the entire family would enjoy 

and read a chapter aloud after each meal.  Each of these strategies is extra fun on a picnic! 

4. Try audio books.  Audio books are fantastic for car rides, but they can also be a fun addition to mealtimes, 

bedtime or afternoon quiet time.  Audio books are a great way for the entire family to enjoy a story together or 

for an individual to spend some time alone.   

5. Share the load.  Shared reading is simply taking turns.  You read a page or a chapter aloud and then your child 

reads the next page or chapter aloud.  This is a great way to encourage new or reluctant readers. 

6. Watch the movie.  After reading a book, watching the movie can be a fun treat.  It can also spark conversation 

about similarities and differences between the two. 

7. Prioritize reading over screen time.  Students may be looking forward to extra screen time during summer 

vacation.  Consider a policy where screen time is only allowed after your student has read a certain amount 

each day.   

Please find a list of recommended novels for your middle years student below. students should read to 

enjoy and come to school in the fall ready to discuss at least one of them with a friend! 

Best- 
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Wringer by Jerry Spinelli 
As Palmer comes of age, he must either accept the violence of being a wringer at his town's annual Pigeon 
Day or find the courage to oppose it. 
 
Bucking the Sarge by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Deeply involved in his cold and manipulative mother's shady business dealings in Flint, Michigan, fifteen-
year-old Luther keeps a sense of humor while running the Happy Neighbor Group Home For Men, all the while 
dreaming of going to college and becoming a philosopher.  
 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin 
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious novel of family and brotherhood. 
 
 
A Tale Dark and Grimm by Adam Gidwitz 
Hansel and Gretel walk out of their own story and into eight other classic Grimm (and Grimm-inspired) 
fairy tales. An irreverent, witty narrator leads us through encounters with witches, warlocks, dragons, 
and the devil himself. As the siblings roam a forest brimming with menacing foes, they learn the true story 
behind the famous tales, as well as how to take charge of their destinies and create their own happily ever 
after. Because once upon a time, fairy tales were awesome. 
 
 
Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker 
In New Orleans' Ninth Ward, twelve-year-old Lanesha, who can see spirits, and her adopted grandmother 
have no choice but to stay and weather the storm as Hurricane Katrina bears down upon them. 


